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past 3 months significantly
eased or eliminated long-
term dryness, especially in
the Nation’s mid-section.

By early July, soil moisture
conditions in much of the
Corn Belt, northern and
southern thirds of the Plains,
central Appalachians, and
parts of the Southwest were
near normal or even t0o

wet. In contrast, subnormal
3-month rainfall in Hawaii
and the central and eastern
Gulf Coast States intensitfied|
drought conditions in those
areas.

Computer generated contours

Based on preliminary data

HIGHLIGHTS
July 2 - 8, 2000

Hot, dry weather returned to the Southeast
following 3weeksof beneficial showers, placing
renewed stress on pastures and summer crops.
Meanwhile, an expanding dry regime across the
South-Central States depleted topsoil moisture,
especially across southern Texas. Dryness also
intensified on the central High Plains, where aweek-
long heat wave frequently pushed temperatures above
100°F and severely stressed dryland summer crops.
Farther east, extreme maximum temperatures in the
Corn Belt ranged from 85°F in eastern sectionsto near
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